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SUMMARY 
The author says that his first year in school was not pleasant. It was twice as big as his old school. 

His old friends had gone to different high schools. So, he felt very lonely. One Sunday afternoon, 

the author was sitting at home doing his homework by the fireplace. He had his cat nearby. His 

mother stoked the fire. Suddenly, he noticed smoke from the ceiling. They came in the front yard 

but the fire had surrounded the place and was spreading. His mother ran back into the house and the 

author ran to the neighbours to call the fire department.  

 

The author‟s mother ran out of the house with important documents then ran back again to get 

pictures and letters of her husband. He ran after her but the fireman caught him. The author told him 

his mother was inside. The fireman seated him wrapped in a blanket in the car. Soon another 

fireman brought the author‟s mother. He put her in the truck with an oxygen mask over her mouth. 

She had inhaled a lot of smoke. 

 

 After five hours the fire was finally put out. The house was completely burned down. It struck the 

author that he had not seen the cat. He started crying. The firemen did not let him go inside. They 

went to the author‟s grandparents for the night. The next day the author went to school in his old 

dress, no shoes and no books as his backpack has also gone. He felt sad, he wanted to die but he 

walked to school. He walked through his house to school. Everything was destroyed. Only the photo 

albums, documents, etc., were saved. His heart ached for the cat. His mother took him away from 

there. They would have to find a place to live and buy clothes for school also.  

 

Soon the rubble was being cleared up. The author kept thinking about the cat. He kept thinking how 

the cat would climb on him and fall asleep in his pocket. Soon everyone came to know about the 

author‟s plight. People collected around him to take him to the gymnasium. The author was 

surprised to see the table inside had a collection of things. These were: notebooks, clothes, jeans, 

tops, sweater, and shirts. He grew emotional. He felt great relief as people came to see him. They 

were those who had not visited him earlier. He made friends that day.  

A month later the author was at his house. It was being rebuilt. His two friends from school were 

with him. The fire was responsible for all the wonderful people around him. His life was getting 

back to normal. Soon a woman came to him. She had a cat with her. The author took the cat from 

her. The cat had run away from the fire and the woman had found it. She telephoned as the author‟s 

telephone number was written on its collar. The feeling of loss had vanished and the author felt a 

sense of gratitude for his life and friends.  

 

I. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

1. Their genuine outpouring of concern really touched me. In that instant, I finally breathed a sigh of 

relief and thought for the first time that things were going to be okay.  

   a) Whose concern is the author referring to? 

   b) Which action of theirs comforted the author emotionally? 

   c) Name the author.  

   d) What does „genuine‟ mean? 
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II. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words: 

1. What gesture of his schoolmates touched the author‟s heart in „A House is Not a Home‟? 

2. “I smelled something strange”. Why does the author say so? 

3. How did Zan go to school the next day? 

4. What help did the author get from his schoolmates after the fire accident? 

 

III. Answer the following questions in 100-120 words: 

1. What happened one Sunday afternoon? How did the author and his mother behave? 

2. The cat and the author are very fond of each other. How has this been shown in „A House Is Not 

a Home‟? 

 

 
 

 

 


